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Young Naturalist Club for Northern Vancouver Island 
Explorer Day Update – July 21, 2011
Please confirm participation by dates indicated.  
	Date


	Explorer Day
	“Host”
	Time & Location
	Further Details
	Confirm 

	August 21st, 2011
	Basking Shark Blues
	Romney McPhie DFO
	Whale Interpretive Centre – Telegraph Cove
Talk begins at 1 PM
	Romeny McPhie is a shark biologist with DFO and a friend of mine. She will be doing a special presentation for the Young Naturalist Club on the amazing adaptations of basking sharks, why they are now endangered and what we can do to help. 

To see one of Romney’s adventures – check out her work doing a necropsy of a 4.2 m pregnant, six-gill shark. http://themarinedetective.com/2011/02/24/sharks-among-us-2-the-bluntnose-sixgill-shark/ 
Admission is a donation to the Whale Interpretive Centre. 
	August 14th

	Sunday, September 25th
	Whale Watching
	Stubbs Island Whale Watching + Jackie as your smiling naturalist. 
	Telegraph Cove be at the end of the boardwalk at the SIWW office at  08:15 at the latest!
	Very generously, the new owners of Stubbs Island Whale Watching are continuing the kindness of taking the YNC out for an annual trip for only a $25/person contribution to fuel. 

Last year’s trip was postponed due to bad weather so, it seems the fairest thing to do to give the first opportunity to confirm sign-up to those families who had signed up for that trip and are still members of the Club (and whose cheques I still have). 

Please, if you are listed below – let me know if you will attend on September 25th by August 1st. 
Note, the trip is being made available ONLY to Young Naturalist Club members. In respecting the generosity being made available to us, note that this is not an opportunity for non-members (child or adult) to go whale watching for a highly reduced rate. If we do not respect this, we understandably jeopardize having this trip made available in coming years. 
Aoki (1 + 2 adults); Cadwallader (2 + 1); Grant (3 + 2); Fisher Bild (1 + 1); Griffith (2 + 1); Jones (2 + 2); Mardell (1 + 1); Olsen (2 + 2); Sweeney + Monckton (2 + 2); Walker Burroughs (1 + 2); Walker Marchand (2 + 2) = 37.  

If you did not sign up for last year’s trip, please email me your interest and I will let you know after August 1st if there is room (limited to 48 passengers total). I may have to have a draw from those names for the available space (trying to be fair)!  Participation would be confirmed by receipt of a  cheque at $25/person being made out to “Stubbs Island Whale Watching” (okay to date for September 25th) and mailed care of “Jackie Hildering” to Box 1347; Port McNeill, VON 2R0.
	August 1st 

	October 15th, 2011
	Seabirds and the Scott Islands
	Jacob Etzkorn of the Living Oceans Society
	Will be in Port McNeill
	Details to be confirmed.  
	

	November 5th, 2011 
	Something's Fishy: - a fantasy fish workshop
	Lori Anderson and Stephanie Eakle

Sointula 
	10:25 ferry from Port McNeill. 
	I have seen the wonderful art workshops Lori and Stephanie have done for the Living Oceans Society and we are really lucky that they are going to show us how to make fantasy fish from old CDS and lighbulbs.   
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We’ll take the 10:25 ferry from Port McNeill to Sointula (children travel for free) and meet at the FO Hall (an easy walk from the ferry). 

The event will end at about 1:30 so that people can take the 1:45 ferry back to Port McNeill if they want. 

	

	December
	To be determined
	
	
	
	

	January 
	Mysterious Minkes
	Jared Towers 
	11:00

Sunset Library 
	Jared has been studying local Minke whales for the last seven years. This is a very difficult (cryptic) whale species to research but he’s done it and will share what he has learned about these mysterious whales. 
	

	Late January – Early February 
	Orientation to the Great Backyard Bird Count
	
	
	
	

	June 2012
	Kayaking with Kingfisher Wilderness Adventures
	Andrew Jones
	
	
	

	Events being pursed

	Bee Keeping

	Fun with Fungi

	Archeology of the Nimpkish Settlement

	Ronnings Gardens

	Orca Sand and Gravel?

	Edible sea weeds

	Petroglyphs

	Cougar and Bear Awareness


Please ensure your membership is up-to-date!   Participation is contingent on having current registration. 

·        Things to bring on Explorer Days:

·        Don’t forget your Participation Passport!
·        Parent/guardian to accompany children. 

·        Remember to wear weather-appropriate clothing/footwear 
·        You may also want to bring: binoculars, camera, field guides and sketchbooks.
·        Bring snacks and water
Contact information:
Young Naturalist Club – Northern Vancouver Island - C/0 Jackie Hildering; Box 1347; Port McNeill; B.C; V0N 2R0; tel/fax:  250-956-3525 email:  earthlingenterprises@telus.net
Background:  Setting up a Young Naturalist Club on Northern Vancouver Island is motivated by the strong belief that with the amazing network of adult natural history expertise we have here (and the remarkable Nature), we should be able to share with and stimulate such an interest in our youth.  There are no meetings, just a monthly family Nature event (= “Explorer Days”) with bonuses and incentives as listed below.  
Membership:  Details of the Young Naturalist Club organization can be found at http://www.ync.ca/.  The North Island Club is carried under the umbrella organization – the Young Naturalist Club of British Columbia.  All those involved with the club locally are volunteers

For $25 for a family membership, when youth from 5 to 14 join the club they receive:

·         Access to the monthly "Explorer Days" – a family nature event. See listing below. Children to be accompanied by parent/guardian and liability waiver signed at each event.  Insurance coverage provided.  

·         A welcome pack containing a participation passport, a bird and insect ID card, a bird checklist, an official membership card and a magnifying glass 

·         A wonderful natural history magazine 4 times a year called “Nature Wild”.  See examples on line at http://www.ync.ca/ .

·         The possibility of the children earning the recognition of awards (Bronze, Silver and Gold) for environmental action 
